Name: _________________________________________________________  Hour: _____________

Legislative Branch – Review

Vocabulary – Define the following terms

House of Representatives – 435 members, based on proportional representation (population), 2 –year terms

Senate – 100 members, equal representation, 6-year terms, “continuous body”

Tax – a charge levied for public good 

Liberal constructionist – someone who believes in a broad interpretation of the Constitution, believed in an “energetic government”

Strict constructionist – someone who believes in a strict interpretation of the Constitution, expressed laws and only laws absolutely necessary to be a successful government should be passed.

Impeach – bring charges against a public official.  The House begins proceedings.

Off-year election – an election of Congressmen when there IS NOT an election for the president

Politico – Someone who votes based on their constituents, personal beliefs and the political party.  It is a mixture of all three different voting options

Commerce power - the power to regulate interstate and foreign trade

Implied powers – powers reasonably assumed from expressed powers (Necessary and Proper Clause)

Expressed powers – powers written explicitly in the Constitution

Necessary and Proper Clause – AKA – “The Elastic Clause” – allows Congress to make laws based on their expressed powers if they are “necessary and proper” at the time.

Trustee – Someone who votes based on their own personal beliefs 

Direct tax – a person directly pays the government (income tax)

Veto – the president’s power to decline a bill, or say “no”

Special session – the president calls a special session if there is a need to.  It’s not done anymore because Congress is usually in all year.

Presiding officer – leader of the House or Senate – President of the Senate (Biden), President Pro Tempore (Inouye), Speaker of the House (Boehner)

Congress (Besides the basic definition – why is Congress important?) – Congress is a bicameral body that makes the laws for the people.  

Be able to describe the following concepts: 

Formal qualifications for a Senator and Representatives - Senate: 30 years old, 9 years of citizenship, must be a resident; House: 25 years old, 7 years of citizenship, must be a resident

Election of Senators and Representatives (Length of terms, etc…) – Senate: 6 year terms.  A third of the Senate is elected every two years.  This makes it a “continuous body” because it never changes completely.  House: 2-year terms.  Every representative is up for reelection every 2 years

Removal from office – impeachment, proceedings start in the House.  Senators and Representatives can also be removed.  

Cabinet appointments – approved by the Senate, suggested by the President

Duties of Congressmen – Legislators (make bills), Representatives of the people, committee members, servants of the constituencies (help with tours, passports, legislative services), Politicians (representatives for their party)

Expressed powers of the Legislative Branch – naturalization, declare war, bankruptcies, raising (not controlling) the armed forces, controlling postal power, etc…
