Name: _________________________________________________________________  Hour: _____________

7th Grade Geography

Human and Environmental Interaction

Position Paper
This assignment will serve as a culminating activity for the human and environmental interaction portion of our work in the 5 themes of geography.  

You will be writing a 1-2 page typed position paper on a topic that addresses human interaction with the environment.  A position paper is a written statement of your opinion. It uses research to make your opinion stronger.

Your task: Choose a topic that interests you and take a side on the issue.  For example: You can write about how humans are not the cause of global warming.  Other topics can include, conserving fresh water, protecting state/national parks, Asian carp, zebra mussels (or other invasive species), offshore oil drilling, etc.  

Structure of the paper: 

I. Introduction. Introduce your topic and give your thesis statement.  A thesis is a clear statement that declares your position.  Example: I believe that while there are natural processes that are making the earth warmer, humans are causing global warming.  

II. Explain your view.  Use research to support your viewpoint.  The more research you have, the better your argument can be.  The goal is to make people believe your opinion and eventually side with you.

III. Present a counter argument.  The best debaters will present the other side and provide evidence that disproves that theory or argument.  Why is your view better?  Why is the other view weak?

IV. Give a resolution.  Make sure you give possible solutions to the problem.  If you are talking about global warming, think about the different ways a person can reduce their carbon footprint.  

V. Conclude.  Restate your thesis and summarize your paper – but don’t repeat word for word.  

Make sure you cite your evidence!!  Provide a bibliography and reference it in your paper.  Use the following example as your guide: “According to a CNN article written by John Smith, global warming scientists are…” Provide a complete bibliography in order for the reader to reference your sources at a later date (if necessary).  

Important Dates: 


Friday, October 8th: Rough Draft is due!  (It does not need to be typed.)


Monday, October 11th: Rough drafts will be handed back.  


Wednesday, October 13th: Final Draft is due!!    

Helpful Websites: 

http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2009/planet.in.peril/?iref=allsearch 

http://dsc.discovery.com/ 

http://www.epa.gov/ 

http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/environment/ 

	Grading Component

	Description

	Points Awarded/Points Avail.


	Content

	You must have a clear topic that is supported by research.  Points will be taken off if there is little or no research included in your paper.  

	--/10


	Thesis Statement

	The thesis statement is well written and clear.

	--/5


	Grammar/Spelling/Sentence Structure

	The paper is well organized and free of grammatical errors.

Points will be taken off if the suggested revisions are not made.  (Unless there are circumstances that do not require the revisions to be made.)

	--/5


	Structure

	You must follow the structure of the paper as given on the assignment sheet.  Be sure to include a counter argument.

Points will be taken off if the bibliography is incomplete. 

	--/10


	Rough Draft

	A rough draft was submitted on time.  

Points will be taken off if the rough draft is incomplete.  

	--/5
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