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8th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

Integrated American Studies

Eisenhower Middle School 

Room 228
Instructors

Mrs. Julie Leonhardt (on maternity leave)

E-mail


Julie.leonhardt@nbexcellence.org
Course Description

In 8th grade Social Studies, students review the physical and cultural landscapes that make up the regions of the United States. We move on to learn about the foundations of U.S. government, the road to Revolution, and our nation’s Constitution. The roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government are studies in detail. In addition, students are introduced to the principles of Economics and how they apply to the development of the United States. 

Course/Unit Outline

Curriculum

Quarter 1

· We begin with a review of the Five Themes of Geography and apply them to the study of the United States. 

· Students are expected to know the states, capitals, and major land and water forms of the U.S.

· We will examine U.S. citizenship, including its requirements, privileges, and responsibilities. 

· We trace the origins of the U.S. government back to Great Britain and study the development of our nation in the 13 colonies. 

· The build up of hostilities towards Great Britain are examined as well as other factors leading to the Revolutionary War.

· We study the Declaration of Independence and go on to answer the question of our fore fathers: “Where do we go from here?”

· The answer: The Articles of Confederation…our nation’s first plan for government. 

Quarter 2

· We answer the questions: “Why do we need a new plan?” and examine the compromises made at the Constitutional Convention.

· Our study of the Constitution continues by learning about its three parts, including the preamble, articles and amendments. 

· We examine the concepts of separation of power and checks and balances as established in Articles I – III of the Constitution. 

· An understanding of all articles of the Constitution is expected.
Quarter 3

· We delve into Articles I and II of the Constitution by learning about the functions, structure, and limitations of the legislative and executive branches. 

· Other concepts introduced include parliamentary procedure, how a bill becomes a law, bi-cameral legislature, electoral college, election processes, and political party systems. 

· Students will research an American president for a class project.

· The trip to Washington D.C. will give students the chance to experience America’s history and government in an interactive way.  

Quarter 4

· The class will focus on Article III of the Constitution. We begin with an in-depth study of the U.S. judicial system, including functions, structure, and limitations of the branch. 

· We differentiate between the state and U.S. system, criminal and civil law, and learn basic law terminology. 

· A mock jury gives students the chance to understand the process and importance of this civic duty.

· A mock trial may be conducted if time permits. 

· A major responsibility of the judicial system is to ensure the Bill of Rights is upheld, so we learn about the protections provided by these 10 amendments as well as the limitations of their protection. 

· We examine the impact of notable cases Supreme Court cases on our society. 

· Economic principles are introduced each week, which may include Junior Achievement lessons.

Expectations
Conduct

· Respect is extremely important – always show it.

· Be attentive by listening carefully and looking at whoever is speaking.

· Remember you are smart and trust your common sense.

· Act like someone you would be proud to know.

· Always ask questions and participate.

Academic Honesty

You and your friends are here to learn, so if you use someone else’s work, you are not being respectful of the goal to learn and grow. Be proud of yourself for doing your own and best work at all times and encourage others to do the same.

*The student handbook outlines the academic honesty policy. Please read it and familiarize yourself with the expectations and consequences. 
Required Materials and Supplies
· Three-ring binder or folder to keep readings, homework rubrics, assignments, quizzes, and returned work. Keep it organized! You may cleanse folders after each unit. 
· Assignment notebook from Eisenhower, which will be filled in at the

· beginning or end of class each day

· Loose-leaf paper for your three-ring binder notes

· Note cards for flashcards

· Pens and pencils

· Colored pencils

· Highlighters

· Glue stick

· Scissors

· USB drive

· An atlas at home will be helpful

· Kleenex box to bring to class 

Grading Scale

A+ 100 - 98 
B+ 89 - 88 

C+ 79 - 78 

D+ 69 – 68      F < 59
A 97 - 93 

B 87 - 83 

C 77 - 73 

D 67 - 63

A- 92 - 90 

B- 82 - 80 

C- 72 - 70 

D- 62 - 60

Preparation Work Policy
Daily preparation work will give you the chance to develop your knowledge and skills. This work will be awarded up to four completion points and will be corrected, usually the next day, in class. This is an opportunity for you and me to see how you’re doing. No credit points will be earned for late or missing preparation work if you are in school the day it is given and will be indicated with an “I” in the grade book. 
If you miss Social Studies due to a field trip, music lesson, rehearsal, appointment, or any other reason besides going home ill, you are responsible for seeing me for the work assigned in class. Find time during your day to see me or check the folder. 

Chronic neglect of preparation work will result in assigned time before or after school to make up the work. 
Projects and other assignments will be graded using a rubric, which will be provided when the assignment is given. No extensions will be allowed for late work beyond the end of the unit or one week past the due date. 
Absence & Tardiness Policy
Attendance

Class is not the same without you and we have a lot to cover, so please do your best to be in class on time every day. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to make arrangements to get missed information, including notes, preparation work, and assignments. You also need to make arrangements for missed quizzes and tests. You will have one day to make arrangements upon your return. No quiz or test extensions will be allowed one week past the assessment date.
Tardy & Truancy 
You are expected to be seated and ready to go when the bell rings. Tardiness will be reported to the office.

Please refer to the student handbook for school rules and consequences of attendance, tardiness, and truancy.

Extra Credit

At times, extra credit may be offered for students who show consistent effort throughout the quarter and only for students who have all assignments and projects completed. If you have an idea for extending a lesson further for credit, please see me. 
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