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7th Grade Social Studies Syllabus

Geography

Eisenhower Middle School
Room 228 
Instructors

Mrs. Julie Leonhardt (on maternity leave)
E-mail


Julie.leonhardt@nbexcellence.org
Course Description

In 7th grade Social Studies, students develop their knowledge of the five themes of geography to understand how physical, political, economic, and cultural conditions contribute to the uniqueness of countries in Western Europe, Latin America, and Canada.

Course/Unit Outline

Curriculum

Quarter 1

· In order to study world geography, students will add to their

geographer’s tool kit by reviewing and acquiring new map and

globe skills. They also will learn how to read, analyze, and

present information in tables, graphs, and charts.

· Students will learn how to use the five themes of geography to

study different parts of the world. The themes include location,

place, human-environmental interactions, movement, and

regions.

· The concept of interdependence of nations will be understood.

Quarter 2

· Students will further develop their knowledge of the five themes

of geography to understand how physical, political, economic,

and cultural conditions contribute to the uniqueness of countries

in Western Europe.

· They will learn all countries, capitals, and significant land and

water forms of the region.

· Students will plan a one-week trip to Europe and present their

adventure to the class.

Quarter 3

· Students will use the five themes of geography to understand

the physical, political, economic, and cultural conditions of

countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.

· They will learn all countries, capitals, and significant land and

water forms of the region.

· Students will “become” an influential Hispanic American. They

will research the person and play the role of the person during a

mock news interview. Students will understand the motivations

and impact of members of the Hispanic community in the United

States.

Quarter 4

· Students will apply the five themes of geography to learn more

about the physical, political, economic, and cultural attributes of

Canada.

· They will learn the provinces, territories, capitals, and significant

land and water forms of the region.

· Students will play the role of newspaper reporters and editors,

creating one edition of a newspaper for one of the territories or

provinces of Canada.

Expectations
Conduct

· Respect is extremely important – always show it.

· Be attentive by listening carefully and looking at whoever is speaking.

· Remember you are smart and trust your common sense.

· Act like someone you would be proud to know.

· Always ask questions and participate.

Academic Honesty

You and your friends are here to learn, so if you use someone else’s work, you are not being respectful of the goal to learn and grow. Be proud of yourself for doing your own and best work at all times and encourage others to do the same.

*The student handbook outlines the academic honesty policy. Please read it and familiarize yourself with the expectations and consequences. 
Required Materials and Supplies
· Three-ring binder or folder to keep readings, homework rubrics, assignments, quizzes, and returned work. Keep it organized! You may cleanse folders after each unit. 

· Assignment notebook from Eisenhower, which will be filled in at the

· beginning or end of class each day

· Loose-leaf paper for your three-ring binder notes

· Note cards for flashcards

· Pens and pencils

· Colored pencils

· Highlighters

· Glue stick

· Scissors

· USB drive

· An atlas at home will be helpful

· Kleenex box to bring to class 

Grading Scale

A+ 100 - 98 
B+ 89 - 88 

C+ 79 - 78 

D+ 69 – 68      F < 59
A 97 - 93 

B 87 - 83 

C 77 - 73 

D 67 - 63

A- 92 - 90 

B- 82 - 80 

C- 72 - 70 

D- 62 - 60

Preparation Work Policy
Daily preparation work will give you the chance to develop your knowledge and skills. This work will be awarded up to four completion points and will be corrected, usually the next day, in class. This is an opportunity for you and me to see how you’re doing. No credit points will be earned for late or missing preparation work if you are in school the day it is given and will be indicated with an “I” in the grade book. 

If you miss Social Studies due to a field trip, music lesson, rehearsal, appointment, or any other reason besides going home ill, you are responsible for seeing me for the work assigned in class. Find time during your day to see me or check the folder. 

Chronic neglect of preparation work will result in assigned time before or after school to make up the work. 

Projects and other assignments will be graded using a rubric, which will be provided when the assignment is given. No extensions will be allowed for late work beyond the end of the unit or one week past the due date. 

Absence & Tardiness Policy
Attendance

Class is not the same without you and we have a lot to cover, so please do your best to be in class on time every day. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to make arrangements to get missed information, including notes, preparation work, and assignments. You also need to make arrangements for missed quizzes and tests. You will have one day to make arrangements upon your return. No quiz or test extensions will be allowed one week past the assessment date.

Tardy & Truancy 
You are expected to be seated and ready to go when the bell rings. Tardiness will be reported to the office.

Please refer to the student handbook for school rules and consequences of attendance, tardiness, and truancy.

Extra Credit

At times, extra credit may be offered for students who show consistent effort throughout the quarter and only for students who have all assignments and projects completed. If you have an idea for extending a lesson further for credit, please see me. 
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